I^gi^si^^^^^s^^^ 


IS  EXCELLENCY  JOHN  ADA 


PIES  I  DENT     OF     THE 


UNITED  STATES 


OF 


N  THE  CUSTODY  OF  THE 

B05TON     PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


•^HELF   N? 

<N  AOAMS 


i 


Mr.    RUSSELL'S 

SERMON 

ON    THE    3D0at|)    OF  . 

Madam    GILL, 


A 

SERMON 

PREACHED 

AT  PRINCETON   (MASSACHUSETTS) 
APRIL   ^th,    1798. 

AND  OCCASIONED  BY  THE  DEATH  OF 

Madam    REBECCA    GILL, 

CONSORT  OF  HIS 

Honor   MOSES    GILL,   Efq. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR     OF    THE     COMMONWEALTH    OF    MAS- 
SACHUSETTS. 

WHO    DIED    MARCH    19th.     1 798. 
jEtAT.    70. 


By   JOSEPH  RUSSELL,  A.M. 

PASTOR    OF    THE     CHURCH     IN    PRINCETON. 


%^  "iV 


BOSTON: 
Printed  by  Rhoades  £ff  Laughton,  Court-Street. 


1798. 

n 


♦  TN^^-PTN^-rN^^rN^^-TT^ir^-'^J'^s"^  I" 


I    JOHNj   III   2. 

WE  KNOW  THAT,  WHEN  HE  SHALL  APPEAR, 
WE  SHALL  BE  LIKE  HIM,  FOR  WE  SHALL 
SEE  HIM  AS  HE  IS. 


.<>....«^^^<^v....«>.. 


APP  Y  is  the  relation  between  Believers 
and  Chrift  Jefus.  This  relation  is  the  original  fource 
of  all  the  happinefs  which  they  experience  in  this  life  y 
or,  which  they  hope  to  enjoy  in  a  future  world.  It  is 
impoffible  for  us,  in  this  imperfecl  Hate,  to  behold,  in 
all  their  beauty  and  excellence,  the  glory  and  bleifed- 
nefs  pertaining  to  this  relation.  But,  we  are  afTured, 
that,  in  a  future  day,  when  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  fliall 
appear,  we  fhall  be  like  him,  for  we  fliall  fee  him  as  he  is. 
Christ  is  the  amiable  pattern,  Which  Believers  are 
to  referable  in  a  future  (late. 

The 
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The  fouls  of  Believers,  on  their  difmiiiion  from  the 
body  and  admiirion  to  glory,  will  be  created  in  the  like- 
nefs  of  Chrill.  Through  the  efficacy  of  divine  grace, 
that  moral  image  of  God,  which  was  loil  by  our  firft 
parents,  at  their  apollacy,  is,  in  part^  reflored  to  the  re- 
generate, in  this  world,  and  completed  in  a  future  flatc. 
Believers  will  then  perfe<SLiy  refemble  Chrifl  in  knowl- 
edge and  holinefs.  The  apoftle  defcribes  their  knowl- 
edge in  the  following  words, — ^^  For  now  we  fee  through 
a  glafs  darkly,  but  then  face  to  face  :  now  I  know  in 
part  ;  but  then  ihall  I  know  even  as  alfo  I  am  known. 
Now  v/e  knov/  in  part ;  but,  when  that  which  is  perfe6l 
is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  iliall  be  done  away/' 
The  minds  of  Believers  will  be  richly  furnilhed  with 
divine  knowledQ:e.  Their  underflandin^s  will  be  en- 
larged  fo  as  to  receive  the  moft  fublime  truths.  They 
will  be  enabled  to  explore  the  kingdoms  of  nature, 
providence,  and  grace  ;  and  to  behold  wifdom  and  good- 
nef^>  exhibited  in  every  part.  The  deep  things  of  God 
which  were  concealed  in  darknefs,  and  which  could  not 
be  comprehended  in  this  imperfe(Sl  flate,  will  then  open 
to  viev/,  and  be  in  the  higheft  degree  pleafant,  and 
improving.  Believers  will  be  made  perfe£l  in  love. 
While  in  this  world  they  are  polluted  and  embarrafled 
by  fm  ;  but,  hereafter,  when  the  work  of  fan^ification 
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is  completed,  their  fouls  will  be  pure,  even  as  Chriil  is 
pure. 

The  bodies,  alfo,  of  Believers  will  be  created  in 
the  likenefs  of  Chrifl.  In  the  refurre£lion  morn,  he 
will  change  our  vile  bodies,  that  they  may  be  fafliioned 
like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working, 
whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfel£ 
Did  the  prefence  of  God  on  Mount  Sinai  put  Rich  a 
luflre  upon  the  face  of  Mofes,  as  that  the  people  could 
not  look  upon  him  ?  How  glorious  then  will  Believers 
appear,  when  the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs 
fhine  direflly  upon  them  !  When  the  body  of  Chrift 
was  upon  earth,  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  his 
face  flione  as  the  fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the 
light.  Now  it  is  exalted  in  glory,  it  illuminates  that 
great  city,  the  New-Jerufalem.  So  the  bodies  of  Be- 
lievers, when  raifed  from  the  prifon  of  the  grave,  will 
Ihine  forth  as  the  fun,  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father- 
Though  they  are  fown  in  weaknefs,  they  will  be  raifed 
in  power.  They  fhall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirfl 
any  more,  neither  fhall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor  any 
heat.  Purified  from  the  defilements  of  matter,  and 
made  fpiritual,  incorruptible,  and  imm.ortal,  they  will 
have  no  ufe  for  material  food,  no  inclination  for  fleep, 

no  reliih  for  fenfual  pleafures,  and  will  never  be  weary 

in 
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in  their  fublime  employ.  The  glorified  body  will  not 
be  fubjecl  to  decay.  "  For  this  corruptible  mull  put 
on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  muft  put  on  immor- 
tality. So  when  this  corruptible  Ihall  have  put  on  in- 
corruptlon,  and- this  mortal  iliall  have  put  on  immortal- 
ity, then  fliall  be  brought  to  pafs  the  faying  that  is 
written,  death  is  fwallowed  up  in  victory.'*  "  They 
who  are  found  worthy  to  obtain  that  world  and  the 
refurre£lion  from  the  dead,"  our  Lord  affures  us, 
*'  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage  ;  neither 
can  they  die  any  more,  for  they  are  equal  unto  the  an- 
gels, and  are  the  children  of  God,  being  the  children 
of  the  refurreciion."  After  the  refurre<5»:ion  their  bod- 
ies will  be  no  more  the  inflruments  of  fm.  No  impure 
aiFe6l:ion,  no  finfui  defire,  no  temptation  of  any  kind  will 
ever  again  influence  them  to  commit  iniquity.  So  that 
the  fouls  and  bodies  of  Believers  will  be  formed  accord- 
ing to  the  likenefs  of  Chrifl.  O,  how  amiable,  how 
glorious  will  they  appear  ! 

I  PROCEED  to  defcribe  that  view  of  Chrifl,  which 
Believers  will  enjoy  hereafter.  They  fliall  be  not  only 
like  him,  but  ihall  fee  him  as  he  is. 

From  the  book  of  Job  it  appears,  that  he  anticipated, 
with  alTurancc  of  faith,  a  view  of  Chrifl  in  the  latter 

day  upon  the  earth.     *'  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 

liveth.. 
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iivetb,  and  that  he  fliall  fland  at  the  latter  day  upon  the 
earth  5  and  though  afcer  my  fkin  worms  deflroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  fiefli  lliall  I  fee  God,  whom  I  fliall  fee 
for  myfelf,  and  mine  eyes  (hall  behold,  and  not  another, 
though  my  reins  be  confumed  within  me."  The  Savior, 
towards  the  clofe  of  his  miniflry,  prayed  for  his  difciv 
pies,  that  they  might  be  with  him  and  behold  his 
glory. 

Under  the  Old-Tellament  difpenfation  Chrifc  was 
prefented  to  the  Believer's  view  by  various  types  and 
ceremonies.  Under  the  New-Teftament,  v/c  behold 
him  with  an  eye  of  faith  in  his  word  and  ordinances. 
Thefe  are  defigned  to  aiTiii:  our  fight,  while  we  continue 
in  this  diflant  world.  But,  hereafter.  Believers  will  be 
admitted  into  his  immediate  prefence.  Then  diftance 
will  no  longer  obfcure,  or  intervening  objects  prevent 
their  view.  His  character  and  perfe<51:ions  will  be  full 
and  plain  before  them.  To  comprehend  the  glory  and 
excellency  of  Chrifl  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  mod 
perfe^  created  being.  Hereafter  they  will  difcern  Jo 
tnuch^  as  their  capacities  can  receive.  They  will  fee 
him  to  be  Son  of  God,  as  w^ell  as  the  Son  of  m^n.  The 
Savior  has  declared,—"  At  that  day  ye  ihail  know 
that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  me  ;  for  I 
and  my  Father  are  one.'*  Now  they  fee  through  a 
B  glafs 


[        10        ] 
glafs  darkly  ;  but  then  face  to  face.     Every  miflakc  in 
opinion  will  be  corrected,  and  every  doubt  refolved. 

Believers,  in  a  future  v^rorld,  will  behold  Chrifl  as 
their  covenant  head.  They  will  enjoy  him  in  all  the 
agreeable  relations  of  grace,  even  as  their  Father  and 
friend,  as  their  hufband  and  head.  Believers,  while  in 
I  ills  world,  are  frequently  depreifed  with  fears  concern^ 
mg  their  intercfl  in  Chriil.  But,  hereafter,  being 
aiTured  of  their  interefl  in  him,  they  will  behold  him 
v/ith  heavenly  joy.  They  will  not  only  fee  him  with 
their  eyes,  but  will  with  their  ears  too,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, hem'  him  explain  the  deep  things  of  God,  and  con- 
verfe  on  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love,  to  their  aflon- 
ilhment  and  joy.  The  lamb  which  is  in  the  midfl  of 
the  throne  fhall  feed  them.  God  himfelf  ihall  be  with 
them,  and  be  their  God*  In  that  day  they  will  fay, 
Lo  this  is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  him  \  this  is  the 
Lord,  .we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  his  falvation. 

Believers  will  meet  and  view  Chrift  in  the  exercife 
of  divine  love,  and  to  their  fpiritual  joy.  From  the 
gofpel  defcription  of  his  chara&r,  they  now  love  him 
whom  they  have  not  feen.  How  much  more  will  they 
love  him,  when  they  come  to  fee  him  as  he  is,  in  the 
light  of  glory,  and  find  that  one  half  of  his  beauty  was 

not  defcribed  to  them  on  earth !  Did  Abraham  rejoice 

to 


to  fee  Chriil's  day  ?  Have  many  of  the  faithful  before 
and  fince  his  coming  defired  to  fee  him  in  the  flefh  : 
What  joy  then  muft  it  afford  Believers  to  behold  Jefus, 
who  fulFered  on  mount  Calvary,  rifen  from  the  dead, 
afcended  on  high,  crowned  with  glory,  made  head  over 
all  things  to  the  Church,  and  holding  the  reins  of  uni- 
verfal  empire  !  Under  the  adminiftration  of  Divine 
Providence,  they  are  called,  while  in  this  world,  to  ex- 
perience trials  and  fufFerings,  that  ''  the  trial  of  their 
faith,  being  more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perifheth, 
though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  might  be  found  unto  praife, 
and  honor,  and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
whom  having  not  feen  they  lovCj  in  whom,  though  now 
they  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  they  rejoice  with  joy 
unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory."  *'  In  thy  prefence  is 
falnefs  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand  are  pleafures  for- 
evermore."  In  this  world  there  is  no  happinefs  without 
fome  alloy.  The  cup  of  life  is  mixt  with  many  bitter 
ingredients.  But,  as  Believers  are  created  in  the  lil<e- 
nefs  and  admitted  to  a  beatific  view  of  Chrifl,  they  ihall 
experience  complete  felicity—'^  I  fliall  behold  thy  face 
in  righteoufnefs  ;  I  fliall  be  fatisfied  when  I  awake  in  thy 
likenefs."  Nothing  more  is  necefTary  to  fatisfy  the 
defires  of  the  foul.  Imagination  cannot  paint  a  more 
amiable  obje<^,  nor  can  the  afFedlions  afcend  to  fuperior 
excellence.  In 
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In  the  uninterrupted  poffelTion  of  all  the  felicity  arif- 
ing  from  this  beatific  view  of  Chrifl,  Believers  are  to 
be  continued  forever.  No  cloud  will  ever  again  ob- 
icure  the  face  of  their  glorified  Redeemer.  No  melan- 
choiy  gloom,  no  fhadow  of  darknefs  will  ever  deprefs 
their  fpirits  ;  for  the  countenance  of  God,  Hke  the  fun 
in  his  meridian  altitude,  fliall  forever  fliine  and  fmile 
upon  them.  All  tears  fhall  be  v/iped  from  their  eyes^ 
and  forrow  of  every  kind  fliall  flee  away.  In  this  world 
many  live  to  fee  an  end  of  creature  perfe(ftion.  To- 
wards the  clofe  of  life  they  are  convinced  with  Solomon^ 
from  their  own  forrov/ful  experience,  that  all  is  variity. 
But,  the  enjoyments  of  the  Believer  in  Heaven  are  ever 
new,  and  can  never  fail.  Was  their  continuance  un- 
certain, or  limited,  it  w^ould  greatly  leiTen  their  value. 
But,  as  the  Believer  is  alTured,  that  his  enjoyments  will 
never  end,  this  mufl  increafe  their  value,  and  add  to  his 
felicity  forever. 

Let  us  confider  theApoftle^s  argument,  by  which  he 
proves  that  Believers  will  refemble  Chrifl.  We  fiiall 
belike  \i\m^  for  wc  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is.  But  will  not 
wicked  men  and  devils  fee  him  ?  And,  as  they  view  him, 
will  they  alfo  be  transformed  mto  his  likenefs  ?  The  pref- 
ence  of  Chrifl  can  produce  a  likenefs  to  him  in  thofe 
only,  who  poffefs  his  fpirit.      All  others  are  neceiTarilj 

excluded 
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excluded  from  the  eiijoyment  of  that  beatific  vifion, 
which  I  have  been  defcribing,     "  Without  hoHnefs  no 
man   (hall"  no   man  can,  ^'  fee   the  Lord"    in  peace. 
That  enmity,  which  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  the  wicked, 
prevents  their   difcovcring  the  amiable  character  and 
perfect  nature  of  Chrill:.     As  they  have  no  love  for 
moral   excellence,  they  cannot  admire  the  Lord  of  life 
and  glory  ;    and  therefor^  can  have  no  defn-e  to  be 
form.ed  in  his  iikenefs.     But,  on  thofe  who  have  his 
fpirit,   who   defire   to   refemble  him,  and  who,  confe- 
quently,  are  prepared  to  receive  his  perfeft  likenefs,  a 
view  of  him  will  have  the  influence  defcribed.     Unlefs 
the  heart  is  warmed  with  divine  love,  the  foul  will  not 
be  charmed  with  the  moral  excellence  of  Chrifl.     To 
behold  a  Jiranger  gives  us  no  pleafure  ;    but  to  fee  a 
friend  immediately  produces  on  our  faces  a  pleafant 
afpect.     So   the  Believer,  who  loves   the  Lord  Jcfus 
Chriil,  fubmits  to  the  captivating  influences  of  his  viii- 
ble  beauty  and  glory.     The  more  he  views  this  perfect 
pattern  of  excellence,  the  more  he  is  pleafed  with  it ; 
and  the  more  he  is  pleafed  w^ith  it,  the  more  perfe£l  is 
his  own  refemblancc. 

As  we  contemplate  the  glory  and  happinefs  prepared 
for  the  righteous  in  the  world  above,  we  cannot  but 
admire  the  rich  grace  and  unparalleled  love  of  a  merci- 
ful 
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ful  God  in  conferring  fo  great  honor  on  any  of  our 
fallen  race.  "  Lord  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mind- 
ful of  him  ?  and  the  Son  of  man,  that  thou  vifitefl  him  ?" 
How  wonderful,  that  worms  of  the  duft  ihould  be  (o 
renewed  in  knowledge  and  holinefs,  as  to  refemble  the 
Son  of  God  !  Even  fo  Father,  for  fo  it  has  feemed  good  in 
thy  fight.  To  the  felf-moving  goodnefs  of  God  we 
mufl:  afcribe  it,  that  he  had  mercy  on  a  guilty  worlds 
and  predeftinated  his  chofen  to  be  adopted,  in  time,  as 
children  to  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chriil,  according  to  the 
good  pleafure  of  his  will,  to  the  praife  of  his  glorious 
grace.  For  this  the  benevolent  Jefus  came  from 
Heaven,  and  fuffered  on  mount  Calvary.  And,  with 
the  fame  glorious  obje£l:  in  view,  he  rofe  from  the  dead 
and  afcended  up  on  high,  leading  captivity  captive* 
Previous  to  his  leaving  the  world  he  afTured  his  follow- 
ers, /  ivill  come  again  and  receive  you  to  my f elf  His 
afcenfion  and  exaltation  are  therefore  a  furety  to  Be- 
lievers on  earth  of  their  future  bleffednefs.  As  thev* 
by  fufFering  affli£t:ion  in  this  world  of  trial,  refemble 
Chrifl  in  his  humiliation^  fo  like  him  they  will  be  exalted 
to  glory  and  ordained  to  ftand  continually  in  his  pre* 
fence  as  monuments  of  redeeming  love.  "  For  if  we  be 
dead  with  him,  we  fliall  alfo  live  with  him  ;  if  we  fuffer^ 
we  fliall  alfo  reign  with  him."     This  is  the  glorious 

conflitution 
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conflitution  of  grace  eflabiifhed  in  wlfdoin  and  mercy 
for  the  Recovery  of  rebel  men.     May  the  language  of 
our  hearts  be, — Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but 
unto  thy  name  be  the  ^lory  of  our  falvation. 

What  a  delightful  view  of  Chrifl  will  Believers 
enjoy  in  a  future  day  !  They  will  behold  that  glory, 
which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world  v/as. 
While  their  bodily  eyes  behold  thcfer/on  of  the  great 
Mediator,  the  eyes  of  the  underflanding  will  difcover 
the  perfe6lions  of  God  manifefled  in  that  glorious  per- 
fon.  To  them  he  will  appear  as  he  is,  Tbe  blejfed  and 
only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords*  To 
Believers  he  is  The  Prince  of  peace ^  The  chiefcji  among 
i  ten  thotfand.  The  A4fha  and  Omega,  who  is,  %vho  ivas^ 
and  who  is  to  coine.  The  Almighty,  Hence  they  are  en- 
abled to  fay,  ^'  Whom  have  I  in  Heaven  but  thee,  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  I  deiire  in  comparifon  with 
thee." 

From  our  fubjeft  we  learn,  that  death  to  the  Believ- 
Ip  er  is  a  joyful  change.  At  death  he  is  difmiifed  from  lin- 
ful  fociety  on  earth,  and  admitted  into  the  family  of  the 
bleifed  on  high.  At  death  he  is  delivered  from  the 
power  of  fm,  from  the  influence  of  temptation,  and  from 
all  the  wiles  of  our  fpiritual  adverfarr,  V/hile  in  this 
\vorld,  Believers  are  frequently,  in  common  with  the 

wicked. 
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wicked,  the  fubjecls  of  pain  and  misfortune.  But  at 
death  their  troubles  are  at  an  end.  No  pain,  no  mis- 
fortune, no  diflrefs  of  any  kind  can  follow  them  into 
the  world  of  fpirits.  There  they  unite  with  kindred 
fpirits  in  afcribing  bleliing  and  honor  and  glory  and 
power  unto  him  who  fitteth  upon  the  throne  and  unto 
the  Lamb.  And  in  that  fubiime  and  mod  happy  era- 
ploy  they  Ihall  continue  through  the  ceafelefs  ages  of 
eternity. 

.  Hence  tlie  Believer  is  enabled  to  meet  death  with 
compofure.  Convinced  of  his  interell  in  Chrift,  and 
that  he  is  able  to  preferve,  by  his  mighty  power  through 
faith  unto  falvation,  all  thofe  who  place  dependence 
upon  him,  the  Believer  is  enabled  to  look  beyond  the 
vail  of  time,  and  build  an  unfhaken  hope  of  permanent 
felicity  on  the  fmiling  iliores  of  immortality.  This 
proves  an  anchor  to  his  foul  in  the  near  view  of  death. 
This  enables  him  to  remain  calm  and  unm.oved,  while 
the  infidel  and  libertine  are  filled  with  terror  and  dif» 
may.  His  own  heart  declares  to  him^  that  Chrill  is  the 
rock  of  falvation  j  and  that  to  as  many  as  receive  him^. 
to  them  he  giveth  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God, 
even  to  them  who  believe  on  his  name.  Believing  it 
better  to  depart  and  be  with  Chriii  than  to  continue 
here,  he  is  fohcitous,  not  to  cfcape,  but  to  meet  deaths 

with 
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with  Chriftian  refignation,  fortitude,  and  joy.  Sup- 
ported by  grace,  and  animated  by  hope,  he  is  enabled 
to  adopt  the  triumphant  exukation  of  the  Apoille,  O 
death  !  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave  !  where  is  thy  vic- 
tory ?  Is  the  Behever  enabled  by  the  power  and  grace 
of  Chriit  to  meet  death  with  thefe  heavenly  profpedls  ? 
Let  me  then  die  the  death  of  the  righteous^  and  let  my  laji 
end  be  like  his^ 

From  our  fubjecl  finners  are  taught,  that  unlefs  they 
are  prepared,  while  in  this  world,  for  the  fociety  of 
Chrifl,  by  the  wailiing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  they  can  never  be  admitted  to  his  pref- 
ence  in  a  future  world.  At  the  fecond  appearing  of 
Chrif};,  he  will  be  feen  by  all ;  but,  with  very  difFerent 
;profpe^s.  The  righteous  y/ill  behold  him  v/ith  joy  y 
the  wicked  with  fear  and  trembling.  Inftead  of  adding 
to  their  happinefs,  -it  will  increafe  their  mifery.  IVheri 
the  Son  of  man  Jh all  appear  in  the  clouds  of  Hea'ven^  with 
,power  and  great  glory^  all  the  tribes  of  the  earthy  we  are 
affured,  yy6^//  mourn^  and  all  kindreds  wail  becaufe  of  hinu 
Not  that  every  individual  in  every  tribe  fliall  mourn  ; 
for  fome  of  every  tribe  will  lift  up  their  heads  with  joy  \ 
but  many  of  every  tribe  will  meet  him  to  their  confj- 
fion.  They  will  endeavor  to  -hide  themfelves  from  him 
''v:i  dens  and  rocks  of  the  mountains,  and  will  cry  to  the 
C  mountains 
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mountains  to  fall  on  them  and  hide  them  from  the  face 
of  him  who  fitteth  on  the  throne.  Let  impenitent  fm- 
ners,  therefore,  be  apprifed  of  their  danger,  and  excited 
to  iiee  from  the  wrath  to  come  by  fpeedy  repentance. 
May  they  be  enabled  to  depend,  in  humility,  on  Chrift 
the  Son  to  redeem.,  on  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  renew  and 
fan^lify  them^  and  on  God  the  Father  to  receive  them 
into  lavor,  that  they  may  become  heirs  of  God,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Chrift  in  his  purchafed  poiTelTion. 

Let  the  friends  of  Chrifl:  be  animated  by  their  prof- 
pefls  to  hold  fall  the  confidence  and  the  rejoicing  of 
their  hope  firm  unto  the  end.  'i  hey  are  directed  to 
pray  without  cealing,  tha.t  they  may  abound  in  knowl- 
edge, grace,  and  every  good  work.  Encouraged  by 
the  affurance,  that  it  is  God  who  worketh  in  them  both 
to  will  and  to  do,  may  they  be  careful  to  cleanfe  them- 
felves  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  fleili  and  fpirit,  and  to 
perfe£i:  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God.  Every  one,  who 
hath  this  hope,  purifieth  himfelf,  as  God  is  pure.  And, 
my  brethren,  if  it  has  not  this  purifying  efFect  upon  you, 
your  hope  is  not  the  hope  of  fmcere  Believers.  To 
you  the  gofpel  exhortation  is,  Strive  io  be  perfeEi — qo- 
Jialn  from  all  appearance  of  evil — keep  yourf elves  pure. 
The  more  you  refemble  Chrid:  now^,  the  greater  will  be 
your  joy  when  you  meet  him  in  glory.     Wherefore  be 

animated 
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animated  amid  all  die  trials  attending  your  Chriflian 
profeiTion  ;  for  it  is  by  a  patient  continuance  in  well 
doing,  that  you  are  to  feek  for  glory,  honor  and  im- 
mortality. 

In  the  number  of  thofe,  who  are  bleffed  with  the 
moral  likenefs  of  Chrift,  and  who  behold  his  face  with 
feraphic  joy,  charity  will  place  our  departed  friend,  the 
amiable  and  excellent  Madam  Gill,  whofc  removal 
from  our  world  is  the  occafion  of  this  difcourfc.  To 
recommend  the  pra£lice  of  virtue  by  exhibiting  an  ami- 
able pattern  of  good  conduft,  I  thai!  attempt  to  give  a 
tketch  of  the  life  and  character  of  our  much  lamented 
friend. 

Madam  Gill  was  a  defcendant  from.  Doch. Thomas 
BoYLSTONj  who  was  born  and  educated  in  England. 
He  came,  the  firil  of  the  family,  into  this  country,  and 
was  a  pra6lifing  phyiician  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  lived 
and  died.  His  fon.  Doctor  Zabdiel  Boylston,  f.  r.  Se 
was  an  eminent  phyfician  in  Boflon.  He  firfl  intro- 
duced Inoculation  for  the  Small-Pox  in  New-England. 
Thomas  Boylston,  Efq.   *  fon  of  the  firll  mentioned 

gentleman 

*  His  eldeft  fon,  Nicholas  Boylston,  Efq.  was  alfo  a  merchant 
in  Bofton.  He  left  a  very  handfome  eftate,  and  by  his  laft  v/ill 
founded  a  profefTorfhip  of  Rhetoric  and  Oratory  in  the  UniYerfity 
at  Cambridge. 

His 
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gentleman  and  Father  of  Madam  Gill,  was  a  reputable 
merchant  in  Boflon.  The  members  of  the  Boylston 
family  have  been  refpe£lable  from  its  firfl:  fcttlement  in 
this  country,  and  have  been  eminently  ufeful  in  their 
refpective  employments* 

Madam  Gill  was  born  1727.  She  received  her 
education  and  palled  her  time  in  Boflon  ;  except  when 
Ihe  refided  occafionally  at  her  country  feat  in  this  town. 
From  the  God  of  nature  fhe  received  a  heakhy,  though 
dehcatCj  conflitution,  and  was  bleiTed  with  fuperior 
mental  abilities.  Her  difpofition  was  mild  and  alfc^fiion- 
ate,  her  manners  eafy,  and  her  whole  deportment  grace- 
ful and  engaging.  Her  mind  was  fo  improved  by  read^ 
ing  and  reiledlion,  that  her  converfation  was  fprightly, 
entertaining,  and  inflruclive.     To  the  learned  and  to 

the 


His  fecond  fon,  Thomas  Boylstgn,  Eiq.  It  Isfuppofed,  is  now 
living,  an  eminent  merchant  in  London.  From  the  difpofal,  which 
he  has  made  of  his  great  eflate  by  will,  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  fiaould  Providence  fucceed  his  benevolent  deiigns,  this  country 
will  be  greatly  enriched  by  the  vaft  fums,  which  he  has  appropriated 
for  literary  and  charitable  purpofes.  May  his  laudable  and  truly 
benevolent  deiigns  be  profpered,  and  may  he  receive  an  adequate 
reward  from  the  benevolent  Parent  of  tlie  world.  , 

His  eldell  daughter,  Mrs.  Hallo  we  l,  died,  1795,  in  England. 

His  third  fan,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bovlston,  was  taken  iick?  and 
died  feveral  years  lince  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

His  fecond  daughter,  Mrs.  Rogers,  fetded  In  th.e  world?  an.d 
died  fome  years  ago  at  Cape-Ann. 
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the  ignorant,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  and 
to  people  in  the  country  her  fociety  was  pleafmg  and 
improving.  No  fupercilions  airs,  no  forbidding  beha- 
vior ever  appeared.  When  furrounded  by  female 
vifitants  in  her  country  manfion,  the  funplicity  of  her 
manners,  and  the  f\Yeetnefs  of  her  temper  enabled  them 
to  be  free,  and  to  pafs  a  focial  hour  in  unafFe^ed  in-- 
timacy  and  friendihip. 

Though  her  flation  was  elevated  above  the  common 
level ;  though  ilie  lived  from  her  earliefl  years  in  the 
midfl  of  aiHuence  ;  though  fhe  enjoyed  the  efleera  and 
careiTes  of  all  who  knew  her  ;  circiimftances  which 
too  frequently  minifler  to  pride,  and  produce  a  haughty, 
contemptuous  behavior ;  yet  Ihe  polTeiTed  a  fmgular 
degree  of  obliging  civility,  and  engaging  condefcention, 
which  conflitute  true  politenefs,  and  which  procured 
her  the  confidence  and  efleem  of  all  who  were  fo  happy 
as  to  be  introduced  to  her  acquaintance.  Like  her 
Divine  Mailer,  ilie  was  meek  and  humbleo  She  was 
difpofed  to  think  others  better  than  herfelf.  Thefaulfs 
of  others  ihe  covered  v/ith  the  m^antle  of  charity,  and, 
whenever  (lie  difcovered,  was  careful  to  conceal  their 
weaknefTes,  that  their  feelings  might  not  be  wounded. 

To  the  poor,  to  the  fick,  to  the  forrowful,  flie  was 
an  affectionate  and  liberal  friend.     She  pofTeilKi  a  very 
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great  iliare  of  tendernefs  for  her  fellow  creatures  ;  and 
never  appeared  fo  happy,  as  when  employed  for  their 
good.  The  bappujefs,  and  not  the  applaufe^  of  meHj 
was,  we  believe^  her  oble^L  in  opening  the  hand  of 
charity,  for  the  relief  of  the  needy  ;  for  while  rhe  world 
faw  with  pleafure,  in  innumerable  inftances,  the  favors 
which  flie  conferred,  flreams  of  charity  flowed,  in  many 
hidden  channels,  from  the  fountain  of  her  benevolence, 
to  obje£ls  of  pity,  and  caiifed  the  hearts  of  the  indigent 
to  fmg  for  joy.  Though  their  obligations  to  her  were 
great,  flie  felt  /j^r/^/y*  indebted  to  them,  fo  ardent  was 
her  deflre  to  be  ufeful,  for  giving  her  an  opportunity 
to  do  them  good  ;  and,  inftead  of  commending  herfclf, 
humbly  acknowledged  that  fhe  had  only  done  her  duty. 
Towards  her  domeflics  and  immediate  dependents 
ihe  exercifed  the  tendernefs  of  a  parent,  and  by  proving 
herfclf  to  be  their  bed  friend,  made  them  her  friends. 
While  her  hberality  fupplied  them  with  many  things 
necelTary  for  the  clothing  and  fupport  of  the  body,  her 
pious  concern  for  their  fouls  appeared  from  her  endeavor 
to  infi:ru6i:  them  in  the  knowledge,  and  eflablilli  them  in 
the  belief  of  thofe  divine  truths,  on  which  flie  herfelf 
built  a  hope  of  future  happinefs^  May  her  example 
be  followed  by  all,  who  fuflaln  a  fimilar  relation  to  any 
of  their  fellow  creatures* 

She 
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She  was. fully  eftabliflied  in  the  belief  of  divine  reve- 
lation. She  read  the  fcrlptures  with  conftancy,  atten- 
tion, and  pleafure.  Trained  up  from  her  youth  to 
reverence  religion,  and  its  holy  iollitutions,  the  friends 
and  miniilers  of  religion  were  her  friends  ;  and  from 
the  fruits  of  her  goodnefs  their  wants  were  frequently 
fupplied. 

She  v/as  a  punctual  attendant  on  the  public  worihi.p 
of  God,  whenever  health  and  circumftances  would  per- 
mit. That  preaching,  which  ferved  to  difplay  the  glory 
and  excellency  of  Chriil,  the  ruined  condition  of  linners, 
and  the  neceffity  of  repentance,  i^iith,  and  holinefs,  was 
her  delight.  She  lived  much  in  converfe  with  her 
Maker  and  Redeemer,  was  frequent  in  devotion  and 
felf-examinatlon,  and  evinced  undiffemblcd  piety  towards 
God,  by  a  life  devoted  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

During  her  long  and  painful  illnefs,  far  from  ihow- 
ing  any  diiTatisfadiion  at  the  providential,  government  of. 
God,  file  was  a  pattern  of  patience,  compofure,  and  re- 
fignation,  hidead  of  recounting  her  pains  and  diftreiTes, 
fhe  bore  tcflimony  for  God,  in  the  midfl  of  affliflion, 
and  acknowledged  her  fufferings  to  be  the  chaflifemxnts 
of  a  parent,  defigned  in  mercy  for  her  good.  She 
looked  forv/ard  on  her  approaching  dilTolution  with 
fortitude,  fpoke  of  it  with  compofure,  and  expreiTed  a 
comfortable  hope  of  a  happy  immortality.  As 
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As  a  friend  flie  was  fmcere,  faithful,  and  kind.  Thafe^ 
who  were  fo  happy  as  to  be  in  the  number  of  her  inti- 
mate friends,  have  fuftaincd  a  lofs,  which  in  all  proba- 
bility, w^ill  never  be  fupphed  by  any  earthly  friend. 

In  her  conjugal  relation.  Madam  Gill  ftione  with  a 
fuperior  luftre.  Her  honored  and  bereaved  Partner, 
we  trufl,  ever  found  her  to  be  a  moil  tender  and  obliging 
companion,  a  faithful  monitor,  a  comforter  in  trouble, 
a  counfellor  in  diiEculty,  and  a  real  friend  in  time  of 
need.  She  was  literally  a  crozun  to-  her  hujhand  and  did 
him  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days  of  her  life.  Now  flie 
is  removed  from  him,  he  may  refied  upon  it  with  in- 
ward joy,  and  gratitude  to  heaven,  that  they  were  per- 
mitted to  liv^  together  fo  long,  in  the  mod  perfect  inti- 
macy :  and  that  Hie  was  enabled  to  ferve  her  generation 
in  a  life  of  fuch  extenfive  ufefulnefs.  Thou  eh  he  has 
comfortable  evidence,  that  his  departed  friend  is  now 
in  glory,  ilill  we  can  eafily  conceive  his  forrow  to  be 
great.  The  defu-e  of  his  eyes,  the  obje(5t  of  his  aiTeclion 
is  taken  from  him,  and  he  can  fee  her  face  no  more*' 
May  the  divine  promifes  be  applied  to  him  for  his  fpi- 
ritual  confolation,  that  he  may  rejoice  in  Chrift,  and" 
confide,  with  unfliaken  faith,  in  the  God  of  his  falva- 
tion.  And,  as  he  is  admoniflied  of  the  frailty  of  man 
and  of  his  own  aproaching  diffolution,  may  he  be  ena- 
bled 
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Bled  to  piirfue,  with  increafed  diligence,  the  duties  of 
his  public  and  private  ftations,  fo  as  to  promote  the 
interefl  of  his  country,  and  adorn  the  rehgion  of  our 
common  Lord. 

The  relations  in  general  have  fuflained  a  very  heavy 
lofs.  1  hey  have  lofl  a  moft  valuable  and  worthy  friend. 
May  their  hearts  be  v/eaned  from  the  creature,  and 
joined  in  affe61ion  to  their  Creator  and  Redeemer. 
The  impreiTive  language  of  this  difpenfation  is, — Be  ye 
aJfo  ready  ;  for  in  an  hour  when  ye  ihink  not  the  Son  of 
man  conieth. 

The  folemn  event,  to  which  our  attention  has  been 
turned,  prefents  before  us  a  moft  ufeful  and  important 
lelTon.  It  teaches  us  the  "uanity  of  all  earthly  riches 
vind  enjoyments.  The  language,  of  this  providence  is, — ■ 
Lay  not  up  for  yourfelves  treaufures  upon  Earth  ;  for 
riches  will  not  profit  in  the  day  of  wrath  ;  but  lay  up  for 
yourfelves  treafures  in  heaven.  Naked  come  all  from  the 
earth,— -naked  fall  all  return  to  it  again,  'Therefore  fet 
your  affetlions  on  things  above ^and  not  on  things  on  the  earth. 

Our  departed  friend  fet  before  us  an  example  w^orthy 
of  imitation.  So  far  as  ^it  pradifed  the  Chriflian  and 
focial  virtues,  let  us  not  only  admire  them  in  her^  but 
exemplify  them  in  our  own  pra^ice.  May  w^e  all  be  fol- 
lowers together  of  thofe,  who  through  faith  and  patience 
are  now  inheriting  the  promifes.  Finally. 
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Finally.  When  we  fee  the  glory  of  this  world 
fading  like  a  morning  flower  ;  when  our  fairefl  earthly 
profpe£l:s  are  blafted  by  the  hand  of  Providence  j  it 
ihoiild  incline  us  to  think  much  of  an  eternal  inheritance 
in  the  heavenly  flate.  As  our  pious  friends  are  removed 
from  the  world,  \vc  have  lefs  and  lefs  reafon  to  defnx  a 
continuance  on  earth  5  and  an  additional  inducement  to 
deHre  a  departure  that  ¥/e  miay  be  with  Chriil,  with 
them^  and  with  all  holy  beings  ;  and  dwell  forever  in 
thofe  manfions  on  high,  where  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and 
at  God's  right  hand  where  are  pleafures  forevermore. 
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